
Army r ecovers dynamite, arms after militants’ attack on Shell

...all the news, all the time

N100VOL 1.  N0 145 www.compassnewspaper.comFRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2008

Trouble persists in
NSE, all firms lose

GUNMEN, operating in
speedboats on Wednesday
attacked naval vessels
guarding the Nigerian
Liquefied and Natural Gas
(NLNG) export terminals.
The terminals, located  on
Bonny Island in Port

Harcourt belong to the Shell
Petroleum Development
Company (SPDC).

The attackers hit the
terminals whose exports make
up close to 10 percent of world

supply and  Nigeria’s biggest
crude oil export facility.

The attacks came on the
heels of reports  that  militant
groups are not agreed on
whether they should support
the Ledum Mitee Technical
Committee on the Niger Delta.

“The intention was likely
to surprise our troops, capture
arms, ammunition and, if
possible, snatch our gunboat,”
Lieutenant Colonel Sagir Musa,
a spokesman for the military
Joint Task Force (JTF) in the
troubled oil-rich region said.

According to Musa,
dynamite, arms and
ammunition were recovered
from the gunmen who attacked
the crude oil and liquefied
natural gas (LNG) export
terminals.
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Emmanuel Masha,
Port Harcourt

•L-R: Mrs. Doherty Anyiam-Osigwe,President,Anyiam-Osigwe Foundation; Mr. Micheal Anyiam-Osigwe, the cordinator and Mr.
Enyinnaya Amugo, Head, Examination, Products,Consumer and Retail Banking of Afribank Plc  at the fourth annual Youth and
Children’s Book Fair organised by the Foundation at the National Museum, Onikan, Lagos...yesterday. PHOTO: SULEIMAN HUSAINI .

PRIVATISATION midwife,
the Bureau of Public
Enterprises (BPE) yesterday
denied plans to sell any
enterprise in the oil and gas
sector,  including the
Pipelines and Products

POLICE Inspector-General,
Mr . Mike Okir o yesterday
presented equipment worth
N2.4 billion to Nigerian
peacekeepers serving in
Sudan.

Presenting the equipment
to officials of the United
Nations at the Force
Headquarters in Abuja
yesterday, Okiro said the UN
is expected to refund the
amount to the Police in the next
three months.

He told journalists that the
Nigerian Police bought the
equipment before the 280
peacekeepers left  the country
to ensure that they did not lack

BPE to Labour: We’ve no plan  to sell PPMC, NGC
Charles Okonji

Marketing Company
(PPMC) and the Nigerian
Gas Company (NGC).

Its Dirctor-General, Mrs.
Irene Chigbue, said at a  joint
press conference organised by

BPE and the Nigerian National
Petroleum Corporation
(NNPC) that no such plan is
on the card.

Yeserday’s conference was
held following the protest on
Wednesday by the National
Union of Petroleum and

Natural Gas Workers
(NUPENG) and the Petroleum
and Natural Gas Senior Staff
Association of Nigeria
(PENGASSAN) over the
purported plan by the BPE to
sell the NGC and PPMC.

Said Mrs. Chigbue: “Let me

however reiterate that there is
no immediate plan by the
National Council on
Privatisation (NCP) and BPE
to sell off any enterprises in
the Oil and Gas sector.

“The Bureau is working in
tandem with the NCP and the

Energy Council set up by the
Federal Government, and has
no intention whatsoever to
work outside or in conflict with
the policy of government in this
sector.”

According to her, BPE was

N2.4 billion
police
equipment
for Sudan
peacekeepers
Johnchuks Onuanyim,
Abuja

• NDIC boss confirms crisis   •Operators oppose 1% movement rule
Segun Edwards & Sanya
Adejokun,  Abuja

REPORTS from the
Nigerian Stock Exchange
(NSE) are not cheery at all.

At the close of trading
yesterday, not one of the over
200 companies listed on its

floor recorded a gain. On the
contrary, 63 firms, spread
across almost all sectors of the
economy, recorded losses.

Yesterday in Abuja, the
Managing Director of the
Nigeria Deposit Insurance

HOW did N334 billion fuel
subsidy disappear from the
account of the  Petroleum
Product Pricing and
Regulatory Agency (PPPRA)?

This is the knotty  question
the Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC) is
trying to unravel.

An interim  report on the
matter led to the suspension
of the PPPRA Executive
Secretary, Oluwole Oluleye and
two others by President
Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, a
source told the Nigerian
Compass yesterday.

EFCC
probes
PPPRA over
N334b fuel
subsidy
Kunle Olasanmi, Abuja
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A UNITED States Senator
has lost his attempt to sue
God in what may be termed
a joke carried too far.

But Nebraska State
Senator, Ernie Chambers is
dead serious. Unlike the African
saying that in God’s case, there
is no appeal, he has announced
plans to contest the judgement
at a higher judicial chamber.

Douglas County District
Court Judge Marlon Polk
yesterday threw out
Chambers’ case against God on
the ground that the Almighty
does not have an official

U.S.
Senator
sues God,
loses

NULGE
protests call
for removal of
councils from
constitution

ABOUT 5,000 public
workers yesterday stormed
the National Assembly
complex to protest reports
that Southern Senators had
canvassed the de-listing of
councils from the 1999
Constitution.
Acting under the auspices of
the Nigeria Union of Local
Government Employees

Jackson Adebayo, Abuja
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“One general purpose
machine gun, one AK-47 rifle,
one sub-machine gun, assorted
ammunition ... and some
quantity of dynamite were
recovered from the militants,”
he said.

Musa said six speedboats
had attacked the naval gunboats
close to the LNG terminal but
that the gunmen were repelled.

A member of the task force
was reportedly wounded and
several of the attackers were
killed when two of their boats
were sunk, Musa said.

Wednesday’s attack on oil

Army recovers dynamite, arms after militants’ attack on Shell
installation was the first since
the region’s main militant
group, the Movement for the
Emancipation of the Niger
Delta (MEND), announced a
ceasefire last month after a plea
from elders following the
creation of  the Niger Delta
Ministry and establishment of
the a Presidential Technical
Committee on Niger Delta.

The ceasefire followed six
straight days of attacks in the
region which forced Shell to
warn that it could not guarantee
to meet oil export obligations
from Bonny.

Industry executives say
continued insecurity, as well as

chronic funding problems
hampering joint ventures with
the Nigerian National
Petroleum Corporation
(NNPC), might stall oil
production.

Foreign Af fairs Minister,
Ojo Maduekwe had said earlier
in the we that oil output was
down to 1.5 million barrels per
day (bpd).

But the Minister of State
in the Petroleum Minstry,
Odein Ajumogobia,  put the
figure at two million bpd a few
weeks earlier.

While the Movement For
the Emancipation of the Niger
Delta (MEND) has distanced

itself the meeting, saying
whoever attends the meeting on
its behalf is an impostor, other
militant groups have shown
intertest in the meeting.

The President of  Federated
Niger Delta Ijaw Communities
(FNDIC),  Dr. Bello Oboko,
said  it is unwise for some
groups in the region not to
support the work of the
technical committee.

According to him, as a
member of the team which
recommended the constitution
of the committee to distil the
reports of former panels on the
region, he could not oppose the
initiative.

surprised about the persistent
misunderstanding of the
matter by organised labour
despite  series of attempts to
explain the position of the
Federal Government
concerning privatisation in the
energy sector.

NCP’s approach to national
issues, Mrs. Chigbue said, had
always been to adopt an
inclusive strategy, especially
with the reform of the Oil and
Gas Sector Implementation
Committee, which has ruled
out any privatisation of
enterprises in the energy
sector.

Union leaders had said on
Wednesday that their
members would openly
protest the planned sale
NNPC from Oct. 23 unless the
government clarified the matter.

The BPE said last month
that the sale of the PPMC,
which operates a network of
gasoline distribution pipelines
and depots, would begin in
October and end within a year.

It noted that the sale of the
NGC, which supplies thermal-
powered electricity plants,
would run from September to
June, next year.

BPE to Labour:
We’ve no plan  to
sell PPMC, NGC

basic things in the war torn
country.

According to him, once the
U.N. “inspects the equipment
when they arrive in Darfur
and ascertain them to be in
good condition, then they will
be put into use in the
operational areas and start the
reimbursement of the money.”

The items include  26
containers (20 feet long), three
containerised refrigerators, 10
Armoured Personnel Carriers,
(APC), 17 Pick-up vans, eight
utility cargoes, eight  water
tankers, four fuel tankers, four
Coaster buses, three forklifts
and 14 generators.

Others are 25 surface water
tankers, fuel reservoir (a
trailer), water reservoir (a
trailer), four ambulances, four
Land cruiser jeeps, three
recovery trucks, assorted food
items and rations, 85,500
bottled of  water, Level 1
hospital and industrial filtering
machines.

Okiro said that food and
water would be constantly
transported to the officers
from Nigeria to prevent them
from food poisoning.

Noting that the Nigerian
police officers have been doing
well on peace keeping
operations, the IGP said they
lacked the requisite equipment
to perform better; hence it
became necessary to source
for funds from Equatorial
Trust Bank (ETB) to buy the
equipment.

According to him, the
equipment would revert to the
Nigeria Police Force, once the
U.N. operations in Darfur is
over.

N2.4 billion
police
equipment for
Sudan
peacekeepers

Trouble persists in  NSE, all firms lose
Corporation (NDIC), Alhaji
Ganiyu Ogunleye, confirmed
the worst fears of business
reporters: Nigeria is not
shielded from the effects of the
global economic meltdown.

The development has led
market operators to advise
that the one per cent
movement rule in the market
be reversed if the crisis in the
sector is to be tackled.

Yesterday, the twin market
indicators, the All-Share-Index
and market capitalisation,
went down by 284.24 basis
points and N42 billion,
representing 0.66 per cent and

Continued from Page 1 0.45 per cent respectively.
The Index closed at

43,206.32 as against 43,492.56
while the market declined to
N9.219 trill ion from the
opening N9.261 trillion.

Among the top losers were
Nigerian Breweries, UBN,
WAPCO, Zenith Bank and
Ashacem Plc with 40 kobo, 39
kobo, 37 kobo, 33 kobo and 30
kobo.

The seven-month old
decline in the market has seen
a series of losses, but not a no-
gainer scenario as was recorded
yesterday.

Reliable market sources
told the Nigerian Compass
that   the decision by the NSE

for a downward review of the
long standing rule in the market,
has aggravated the slide of the
market.

The NSE had, in the wake
of the meltdown in stocks, cut
the price movement on the
downside, from five per cent
to a maximum of one per cent,
leaving movement at the
upward side at five per cent.

Some of the operators, who
sought anonymity, told the
Nigerian Compass that rather
than achieve its objective, the
rule had continued to cause a
decline in the market, with the
investors’ confidence waning
by the day.

Ogunleye, yesterday

differed slightly from previous
authorities on the health of
Nigerian banks following the
current global financial crisis.

The NDIC boss told
reporters at work that although
there was so far no immediate
impact of the global  crisis on
the Nigerian banks, there was
still reason to exercise caution,
especially because many of the
banks have credit lines extended
to them by their counterparts
in Europe and America.

Ogunleye warned that some
of those banks might be
compelled to recall their
credits.

He said: “So far, we don’t
have any immediate impact.

But you should also be aware
that Nigerian banks relate to
other banks and to that extent,
they have a relationship.
Currently, some have credit
lines with some foreign banks
and the foreign banks are
troubled. They will also want
to restructure their operations
and they might withdraw those
credit lines because if you are
in trouble yourself, you will
want to address your own
problem. And where they
don’t withdraw or in some
cases, the cost at which they
make those facilities available
may not be particularly
attractive.”

The NDIC boss hinted that
regulators in the country would
now begin to look more closely
into the books of  banks to
ascertain the quality of their
assets and determine where
there were higher risks.

“But within our own
environment too, we have to
look at the quality of assets of
our banks and let us see the
areas where we might make
some rescue.

“You are all aware that our
capital market is heavily
influenced by the activities of
banks. And to that extent, banks
that are exposed to the capital
market cannot pretend that all
is well.

“People have bought shares.
Now, what is happening? The
prices are going down. As at the
time you made the facilities
available, this was the price,
now the price is going down.
What is the quality of the asset?
They are the areas we need to
monitor closely to be sure that
we don’t also have serious
problems from this
development. I can assure you
that we are monitoring
development and we will
respond appropriately.”

•L-R: Oceanic Bank Plc Executive Director, Akin Asalu, who represented her Managing Director, Mrs. Cecelia Ibru, receiving  the
Best Bank in Partneship with Federal Government on Poverty Eradication award from the Minister of National Planning, Senator
Sanusi Daggash, in Abuja ... yesterday.                     PHOTO: ABAYOMI FAYESE
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NULGE pr otests call for removal of councils from constitution
(NULGE),  the workers had
earlier in the morning
gathered at the Eagles
Square  before moving  to
the National Assembly.

Carrying-placards with
such messages as: “No Local
Government, No democracy”,
“National Assembly should be
responsible to its duties’’, “We
shall not accept scrapping of
Local Government,” among
others, the protesters met some
resistance at the main building
of the  Assembly where  the
security had been beefed up
ahead of their arrival.  Even
visitors who wanted to leave
the assembly premises were
trapped in by the human
barricade of the  protesters.

The sitting of the Senate
that was on when the
protesters gained entrance into
the complex was hurriedly put
on hold to allow the Deputy
Senate President, Ike
Ekweremadu attend to them.

Ekweremadu told the
protesters that the subject of
their protest never originated
from the National Assembly,
declaring that it was just an
imagination of those who made
it.

He said: “Those who made
the statement are just speaking
on  their own. It was not from
the Senate, neither was there
any  time that the Senate
directed anybody to speak for
it in this case. So, let me assure
you that the Senate of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria can

subvert the wishes of the
people.”

Ekweremadu added: “Let
me equally tell you that the
constitutional review exercise
has not started, not to talk of
canvassing  any proposal. So,
I can assure you that your
contribution when the
assignment begins is as
important as that of any
interest. Bring your own
proposal, we shall treat them
accordingly’’.

The union demanded that
the status of the local
government, as a tier of
administration,  should be
clearly and expressly
recognised in the Constitution,
adding: “To this effect, Section
7 of the 1999 Constitution
should be amended

accordingly’’.
Other demands include:

“That the new constitution
should guarantee direct
funding and the financial
autonomy to the local
government with the state
government having possible
oversight roles through the
state House of Assembly and
the office of the Auditor-
General for Local
Government.’’

The union also called for
the repeal of Section 162 (6)
of the 1999 Consti tut ion
which provides for the
establishment of the State Joint
Local Government Account
which,  it said, had proved to
be the conduit pipe for
siphoning councils’ funds’’.

The protesters also

demanded that the Local
Government Service
Commission be included in the
Constitution as well as the
immediate conduct of election
into all  council areas in the
country.

 Apart from demanding for
an improved remuneration for
career officers in the council
areas, the protesters also called
on the government to make sure
that the 15 per cent salary
increase be implemented
throughout the country while
calling for uniformity in the
conduct of council polls.
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Lawmaker
sues God, loses

address and legal papers could
not be served.

Chambers filed the suit last
year, seeking a permanent
injunction against God who, he
said, made terrorist threats
against him and his Omaha
constituents.

Additionally, he said God
inspired fear and caused
“widespread death, destruction
and terrorisation of millions
upon millions of the Earth’s
inhabitants”.

Chamber’s grouse: His
colleagues at the Senate
routinely pass laws barring
citizens from seeking refuge
from the courts, which he
believes is wrong.

“Anybody can file a lawsuit
against anybody — even God,”

Continued from Page 1
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•Prof. Dora Akunyili, Director-General,National Agency for Foods, Drugs Administration and Control (NAFDAC) and Mr.Dioka Ejionueme,
Director, Narcotics and Drug Abuse Control Directorate  at a press briefing  on contaminated milk and milk products from China at the
agency’s office in Oshodi, Lagos...yesterday.    PHOTO: SULEIMAN HUSAINI

NULGE blames state govts for low development at councils
TO many, the councils are
drain pipes on national
resources. But to council
employees, development at
the grassroots can only be
commensurate with the
amount of funds available
to the third t ier of
government.

In fact, critics of the third
tier of government, including
the Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC)
yesterday got a food for
thought.

They were told to judge
the performance of the
councils through the funds
released to them from the
State/Local Government Joint
Accounts committees and not
the al location  from the
Federation Account.

The plea was made in
Abuja by the National
President of the National
Union of Local Government
Employees (NULGE), Prince
Kingsley Ogba who led
officials of the union on a
courtesy visit to Mrs. Farida
Wazir i   at work on
Wednesday.

In an apparent reaction to
claims that N3 trillion that
which accrued to the 774
council areas in eight years
were misapplied, Ogba
blamed state governments for
the  situation.

The NULGE boss, who
doubles as the National Vice
President of the Nigeria
Labour Congress (NLC),
asked the anti-graft body to
reconcile the disbursements
from the Federation Account
with the actual amount of
money the counci ls got
within the period under
review.

Mrs. Waziri had given the
NULGE officials a wake-up
cal l  to be al ive to their
responsibility of  monitoring
the disbursements of funds
allocated to the third tier of

government since it remained
the engine room of national
development.

She said the local
government areas are vital in
the development programme
of the nation and challenged
NULGE to be a part of it.

“There is a lot you can do.
The local government area is
where many Nigerians live.
That is where the masses live.
The government is about
providing the citizens the
basic necessities of life and as
such we all have to ensure that
what belongs to the people get

to them”, she said.
According to her, the

enormous fund allocated to
the councils underscored the
importance attached to that
tier of government by the
Federal Government.

 Lamenting that  in most
cases, the money allocated to
local government areas were
mismanaged and
misappropriated, Mrs. Waziri
said the commission was
ready to partner with
NULGE in bringing the much
needed development to local
governments by stamping out

corruption.
Earlier, Ogba lauded Mrs.

Waziri for her efforts  to
eradicate corruption.

His words: “We have
watched with keen interest,
your dogged and unrelenting
efforts to stamp out
corruption and sharp
practices in our public affairs
and inst i tut ional ise
transparency, accountability
and due process in
government business.

“The efforts of your
commission is gradually
instilling caution and best

practices in government
businesses, including our own
sector, the third tier”.

Ogba said the union was
disturbed by the
uncomplimentary remarks
made by most state
government off icials on
accountability at the local
government level and urged
the EFCC boss to judge the
local governments on the
actual amount of money they
got  through the state local
government Joint Accounts
and Allocation committees
and not on f igures of

statutory allocations from the
Federation Account.

He said NULGE was
interested in accountability in
local government and good
governance because anything
contrary would amount to a
systemic col lapse and
colossal loss of jobs.

Other NULGE officials
with Ogba during the visit
include: Jones Ofunne
(Deputy National President),
Bamidele Oyeniyan (Deputy
General Secretary), Lucky
Gospel Ewa (National Vice
President, South South),
Richard Gbande, (Chairman,
Benue State Chapter), Orji
Akaj i  (National Vice
President, South-East),
Ibrahim Musa Matane
(National Vice President,
North-Central),  Abdullahi
Al iyu, (National Vice
President, North-West),
Steve Ibe (National Trustee),
Danjuma Joshua (National
Vice-President, North-East)
and Regina Obasa (Chairman,
Lagos State chapter).

Continued from Page 1

Other suspended officials
of the agency  are the General
Manager, Finance and
Administration and Manager,
Finance and Account.

EFCC spokesman, Femi
Babafemi confirmed that the
agency is  investigating the
matter.

Said Babafemi: “I’m aware
that the matter is under
investigation and as such, I can’t
say more than that on it for
now”.

But the source hinted that
the commission indicted
Oluleye and the other two
officials over their role in the
disbursement of the Petroleum
Support Fund (PSF) primed as
a subsidy for marketers involved
in the distribution of petroleum
products.

It was further gathered that
in the course of the investigation,
the PPPRA  breached a
fundamental guideline for the
disbursement of the subsidy.

According to the laws
guiding the disbursement of the
funds, any marketer that would
benefit from it must have depots
and branded outlets.

But the EFCC found  that
between 2006 and August
2007, the PPPRA paid the
subsidy to some marketers
without meeting any of the
guidelines.

The amount involved in the
category is said to be in excess
of N54 billion.

During the period under
review, the agency’s leadership
was also said to have exceeded
its subsidy budgets for 2006
and 2007 by about of N280
billion without a recourse to
any known due process.

It  was gathered that
Oluleye and his men allegedly
spent N260 billion in 2006 as
PSF, when the actual budget
for the year was N150 billion.

Last year, for instance,
N100 billion was said to have
been budgetted as  subsidy
while the  PPPRA spent  N280
billion.

EFCC probes
N334b fuel
subsidy
disbursement
by PPPRA

NIGERIA may be on the verge
of eradicating one of its most
depressing health problems,
polio.

A vaccine that can wipe it out
was yesterday announced in the
New England Journal of
Medicine.

According to the report, a
team of experts from the  Imperial
College London has discovered
that a recently introduced polio
jab is four times more effective
at protecting children than
previous vaccines.

The experts say the
vaccine could eradicate type
1 polio, the most common
form in Nigeria, if it reaches
enough children.

The Kano State
Government yesterday
disclosed that the polio
incidence is already declining
although Nigeria is reported
to be one of the four countries
in the world where the disease
is yet to be eliminated, and 82
percent of global cases
reported so far this year have
been in the country.

Polio is highly infectious
and primarily affects children
under five years of age. A small
minority of infected people
develop permanent paralysis,
which can be fatal.

The monovalent oral
poliovirus vaccine, known as
mOPV1, has been used in
Nigeria since February 2006.

More potent polio vaccine for Nigeria found
Ted Odogwu
Bureau Chief, Kano

The number of reported cases
of polio in the country fell by
75 per cent between 2006 and
2007.

The latest study shows
that just one dose of mOPV1
gives a child in Nigeria a 67
per cent chance of being
protected, compared with a 16
per cent chance after receiving
the standard trivalent vaccine.

However, the researchers
warn that although the
monovalent vaccine is proving
very effective, many more
children need to be immunised
if the polio virus is to be
eliminated in Nigeria.

In the north west zone of
the country, where the
majority of new cases are
found, 21 per cent of children
report never having received a
single dose of the vaccine and
a further 55 per cent have
received fewer than the
recommended four doses.

Earlier this year, the World
Health Assembly expressed
alarm over a dramatic increase
in type 1 cases in Nigeria
because of poor immunisation
in the north of the country.

The Federal Government
subsequently established a
presidential taskforce to
identify barriers to
immunisation, and potential
solutions.

Researcher Helen Jenkins,
based at Imperial’s MRC
Centre for Outbreak Analysis
and Modelling, said: “Nigeria
and India are responsible for
the vast majority of new global
polio cases.

“In Nigeria, we now have an
effective vaccine to use and we’ve
seen the start of improvements
in vaccine uptake.

“These last pockets of
unvaccinated children now need
to be reached to achieve
elimination in Nigeria and this in
turn will have a dramatic impact
on the prospects of worldwide
eradication.”

In a statement, the World

Health Organisation said the
study proved the new vaccine
was  a “highly effective tool” -
but operational problems stood
in the way of successfully
eradicating polio.

“To overcome the remaining
operational challenges, full
political oversight and
engagement at all levels is
necessary, as demonstrated by
states such as Kebbi, where case
numbers have declined
following such engagement.”

The researchers reached
their conclusions after
analysing the vaccination
histories of 21,815 children
with acute flaccid paralysis, 14

per cent of whom had polio,
collected between January 2001
and December 2007.

The Kano State
Commissioner for Health, Hajia
Aisha Isyaku Kiru, yesterday
affirmed that parents in the state
now release their children to
health officials for polio
vaccination.

Hajia Kiru, who was on her
way to Abuja, told the
Nigerian Compass that the
allegations were baseless and
unfounded, adding that parents
in the state were very  aware of
the dangers of polio and do not
hesitate to make  their children
available for  vaccination.

Continued from Page 4

American  lawmaker sues God, loses

Chambers said.
The lawmaker decided to file

the suit after another suit was
filed in September last year
against Lancaster County Judge
Jeffre Cheuvront, who was
hearing a sexual assault case in
which the plaintiff wanted to use
the words rape and victim during
her testimony.

The US politician said his
case was over the fact that
everyone should have access to
the courts regardless of whether
they had money or not.

However, Polk yesterday
ruled that under state law, a

plaintiff must have access to the
defendant for a lawsuit to move
forward - and this would be
rather tricky under the
circumstances.

Judge Polk said: “Given that
this court finds that there can
never be service effectuated on
the named defendant, this action
will be dismissed with prejudice.”

But Senator Chambers, a law
school graduate, thinks he’s
found a hole in the judge’s ruling.

He said: “The court itself
acknowledges the existence of
God. A consequence of that
acknowledgement is a
recognition of God’s
omniscience.

“Since God knows
everything, God has notice of
this lawsuit.”

Senator Chambers, who has
served a record 38 years in the
Nebraska Legislature, has 30
days to decide whether to appeal.

Chambers had last year said
that he was embarking on the
course to prove a point about
frivolous lawsuits.

He said that his colleagues at
the U.S. Senate had periodically
offered bills prohibiting the filing
of certain types of suits. He said
his main objection was that the
constitution required that the
doors to the courthouse be open
to all.


